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Birdies and Eagles Abound on Plantation on Crystal River Golf Courses
Located on Florida’s Nature Coast, the Plantation on Crystal River is home to two of the state’s premier golf courses, including the 18-hole Championship Course and 9-hole Executive Course.  Surrounded by 232 acres of well-manicured lawns and rolling green acres, the total 27-hole course is surrounded by live oaks, palms and pines, and is home to alligators, ibis, snowy egrets, hawk, bald eagle, great blue heron, turtles and osprey.  The unique natural backdrop and challenging appeal of the course has made it a favorite among PGA and LPGA professionals, as well as a regular stop for several annual Florida championships.
The 18-hole Championship Course at the Plantation on Crystal River is a beautifully groomed world-class course in the traditional Florida style, with an abundance of beautiful purple vegetation throughout.   An assortment of challenging fairways lined by mature emerald pine and oak trees native to the region lines the competitive par-72 course, which was originally designed by highly regarded course architect Mark Mahannah.  With no forced carry, the course is good for all levels of play.
Starting out with an easy-going par-4, the course gradually becomes more challenging, due to the abundance of water obstacles, bunkers and tree-lined fairways. The #4 hole, the first of four par-5s, is a great opportunity for a birdie at only 485 yards, but a water hazard off the tee offers a challenge. A true obstacle for even the most experienced golfer, the #5 hole challenges players to hit into prevailing winds, making it the second most difficult. As the course’s signature hole, and the most challenging, the par-5 #11 is 552 yards from the back tees and 537 yards from the regular tees.  The #13 hole, a favorite among guests, is only a par-4 but doglegs to the right and features water all along the right side to provide an unexpected test.  
Dividing the Championship Course from the par-31, nine-hole Lagoons Course is a natural spring home to manatees and sea turtles.   A competitive course for novice golfers or those short on time, the Lagoons Course is specifically designed with a balance of challenging fairways and greens for any level of experience. Beginners and accomplished golfers alike will find a focus on wedge play, and putting is a fun and challenging way to prepare for the 18-hole course.

The course starts with an easy 165 to 185 yard par-3 over water before becoming more difficult with obstacles such as the #7 hole, the course’s longest green, which is 385 or 415 yards depending on the tees.  The course ends with back-to-back par-3s that are short in length but an abundance of water features creates a challenge for even the most experienced players.
The Original Golf SchoolTM, led by PGA pro Jay Morelli since it was founded in 1978, has built a successful reputation as a leading Florida golf school.  Originally from the North, Jay has been rated the #1 Professional Instructor in Vermont and “New England PGA Teacher of the Year” by Golf Digest.  The school prides itself on a 4:1 student-to-teacher ratio, on-course instruction, and well-experienced professionals practicing the Accelerated Golf MethodTM.
The Plantation’s Pro Shop is fully stocked with all of the golf essentials, including clubs, shirts, gloves and more, as well as both men’s and women’s lockers for convenience. Popular brands ranging from Titleist and Ping to Nike and Adams are offered in the pro shop. 

Located at the pro shop, the 19th Hole Bar & Grill is the perfect place to enjoy a refreshing drink following a round of golf, breakfast before teeing off or lunch after a morning on the driving range.  With a full menu of classic club foods such as burgers, hotdogs and sandwiches, all course guests are welcome. 

Guests of the Plantation on Crystal River will find the resort’s 12 golf villas offer beautiful views of the well-manicured greens and are just steps from both the courses and clubhouse. With a loft bedroom, two bathrooms and a full-sized refrigerator and microwave, the villas are idea for golf getaways.  
For room reservations, please call (800) 524-7733 or visit www.PlantationonCrystalRiver.com. To reserve a tee time, please call (352) 795-7211. 
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